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INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S 

DAY 
Letter from the Editor 

Friday 8th March 2019 is International Wom-
en’s Day. This edition is about celebrating 
the histories of women. The writers have ex-
plored a range of themes, questioning how 
we talk about history today, looking at for-
gotten women of the past and  asking 
whether we have achieved gender equality. 
The adjacent photograph is from the Wom-
en's’ March in 2017 in Washington. It serves 
as a reminder that perhaps we still have a 
way to go.  
 

The second issue of the year begins with a 
history of International Women’s Day—a fit-
ting opening piece. Dr Gina Denton very 
kindly offered her time for an interview about 
her research and views on women’s history. 
Her interview follows.  
 

Once again, I would like to thank all those 

Would you like to be involved in the next edition of the History Student Times? If you 
have an interest for your subject and enjoy writing, you can get involved with the third 

issue, coming out next term.  

To register your interest, email historystudenttimes@leeds.ac.uk or like our Facebook page 

Front cover image from https://pixabay.com/photos/women-march-2018-women-s-march-3422243/ 

Women’s March on Washington 
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While International Women’s Day 
was only recognised by the UN in 
1975, the short nature of its history 
makes it no less remarkable. It is a 
history of protest, founded on over-
coming the ingrained patriarchal no-

t i o n 

that women should remain voice-
less and submissive.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1909 

 

 
 

1910  
 

1911 
 

Strikes of garment workers that had occurred in 
New York in 1908 were commemorated by the So-
cialist Party of America. The relevance of this date 
has been disputed due to the protest being focused 
on working conditions, rather than specifically 
on gender equality, but as working condi-
tions are women’s issues, this date can be 
acknowledged as a significant beginning.  
 

17 socialist countries agreed the need for a fixed 
international women’s day.  
 

To honour the agreement of the year before, over 1 
million people attended rallies in various coun-

Suffragette Procession 17th June 1911 

Protestors march in the Woman’s March on Washington D.C. 
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Every year, International Women’s Day offers the opportunity 

for women from across the globe to celebrate their gender and call for equali-

ty. This year’s theme is “Think equal, build smart, innovate for change”, intended to 

encourage innovation in the battle to overcome structural barriers to equality.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
As recent commemorations of the day 
demonstrate, the need for active female pro-
test did not end with suffrage.  

 

Egypt 2011 Men chased women 

away from Tahrir square to prevent them 
from celebrating the day.   

USA 2017 Protests occurred against t

he election of Donald Trump, known for his 
derogatory comments about women.   

France 2018 Last year, men and 

women alike stopped work at 15:40 to pro-

Rosie Plummer 

test the fact that women earn 24% less 
than men in the same job.  
 
Sadly, as these situations remind us, 
there is still much to be done. Although 
technically it is only the Vatican which is yet 
to legalise female suffrage, being legally al-
lowed to vote is often not a right reflected 
in reality. One heart-breaking example of 
this infringement upon women’s suf-
frage was during the 2018 election in Paki-
stan, where many women in rural areas 
were intimidated into not voting. Limitation 
of suffrage, the prevalence of FGM and the 
fact that women are far more likely to suffer 
from extreme poverty than men, are just a 
few of the gender-based issues that the UN 
tries to address internationally today.  
 
However, it is crucial that we in the West to 
not assume a moral elitism about women’s 
rights, simply because women in this country 
generally have access to voting rights and 

WOMEN OF THE 

WORLD UNITE 
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Interview with Dr Gina Denton  

  

Dr Gina Denton became a Lecturer in U.S. history at the University of Leeds in 2017, having also 

completed her undergraduate, masters and PhD qualifications at the university. Denton has 

published articles in ‘The Sixties: A Journal of History, Politics and Culture’ and ‘Journal of the 

Motherhood Initiative’ and is currently working on a book.   

 Her research takes an intersectional approach to history, therefore, I was interested to find out 

more about her current research and her thoughts on the way we study and talk about women’s 

history today.  

  

Q: What is your current research about?  

A: My current research focuses on motherhood and politics in the United States. I 

am particularly interested in how motherhood was politicised and women’s radi-
cal activism centred around motherhood in the 1960s, 70s and 80s. My current book 
project is titled Mother Power: Women’s Activism and the Politicisation of Motherhood 
Since the Sixties.  

  

Concern for children and ideas around being a mother – the role of the carer, nurturer 
– have long been used as a basis for women’s political agency. But maternalism tends 
to be associated with American women’s reform work in the early twentieth centu-
ry and seen as fairly conservative. Meanwhile, political activism in the 1960s is domi-
nated by stories of youth and male activism. Therefore, women’s activism centred 
around motherhood is often overlooked. It also doesn’t fit with the common perceptions 
of Second Wave Feminism, which is predominantly seen as a critiquing the role of the 
mother. So I am interested in telling the story of maternal activists across the political 
spectrum – in peace, welfare rights, anti-busing and anti-abortion campaigns – and how 
these women transformed maternalism and made an important contribution to politics in 
1960s America. My research is centred around taking maternal activism serious-
ly, and this can hopefully help us understand examples of this today, for example in 
the Black Lives Matter movement.   

  

Q: Why did you become interested in women’s history?  
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A: My first historical interests as an undergraduate were in black history and civil 

rights, and I guess this was my route into looking at women’s and gender history in 
these areas. I was interested in black feminism and how race and gender intersected 
in the Civil Rights movements in the U.S. I wanted to research women who are rare-
ly been talked about in civil rights history, in particular, the low-income black single 
mothers who led the Welfare Rights movement. I became interested in the ways these 
women have been marginalised in dominant histories of the Civil Rights and feminist 
movements, which have been seen as separate. However, the Welfare Rights move-
ment highlights how they interlink. Welfare rights was a gendered issue and the move-
ment explored the relationship between poverty and gender. For example, African Amer-
ican women were criticised if they were dependent on state welfare and 
were often framed as being sexually promiscuous.  

 

 Q: Why do you think historians have taken so long to explore women’s history?  

A: Women’s history has been studied for a long time but sometimes the early work of 

women to recover the stories of other women are forgotten. I became interested in the 
history of women’s archives when working on a project with Kate Dossett titled 
‘Feminist Archives, Feminist Futures’, which explores how the process of archiving and 
what gets collected is gendered, and how women’s history archives have played a key 
role in feminist movements. However, there are institutional barriers to the study of 
women’s history. In general the US has more women’s and gender studies departments 
than here in the UK, for example, I spent a year researching within 
the Center for Research on Women and Gender at the University of Wisconsin-
Madison during my PhD. But these departments haven’t been without their exclu-
sions, as many were established during Second Wave feminism when white feminists 
tended to focus on gender as the primary factor shaping women’s lives. These days, 
though, they often take a more intersectional approach to women’s history.   

  

Brogan Coulson-Haggins 
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D espite being one of England’s shortest-reigning medieval mon-
archs, King Richard III has 
been the subject of countless 

historical studies. With the relatively re-
cent trend towards reassessing his reign 
and character, as well as the discovery of 
his remains in 2012, this number will only 
continue to grow. However, the same cannot 
be said for his queen, 
Anne Neville, who, in 
comparison, has re-
ceived little scholarly 
attention. As such, 
Anne is known to many 
only as a character in 
the works of William Shakespeare, who, like 
many of the historical figures featuring in his 
plays, bears little resemblance to the woman 
herself.  
 
Anne was the second daughter of Richard 
Neville, Earl of Warwick, England’s most 
powerful magnate, and was brief-

ly the married to Edward of Westminster, 
son of Henry VI, before marrying Rich-
ard. Therefore, she was at different 
times Princess of Wales, Duchess of 
Gloucester , and Queen of Eng-
land, all before her death in 1485 at the 
age of twenty-eight. As such, it is surprising 
that so little scholarly attention has been 
dedicated to her.   

 
One reason that Anne is so 
under-studied is the lack of 
contemporary documents or 
chronicles relating to her. 
Unlike subsequent queens 
she did not have her por-

trait painted, and unlike Margaret of Anjou 
or Elizabeth Woodville, the consorts of Hen-
ry VI and Edward IV, she did not play a 
significant role in politics. The shortness of 
her reign as queen, lasting just under two 
years, partially accounts for this, but the re-
sulting mystery has led to debates develop-

ANNE NEVILLE: 

RICHARD III’S  

FORGOTTEN QUEEN  

“One reason that Anne is so un-
der-studied is the lack of contem-
porary documents or chronicles 

relating to her. Unlike subsequent 

Matthew Hough 
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ing around particular areas 
of Anne’s life, such as her 
marriage to Richard III.  
 
In Shakespeare’s Richard III, 
Anne is first seen mourning 
for the deaths of her father-
in-law, Henry VI, and for her 
late husband, Edward of 
Westminster. Richard, Duke 
of Gloucester, whom Shake-
speare casts as the killer of 
both men, then proceeds to 
woo her, and in a tragic, 
and improbable turn of 
events, she falls for the vil-
lainous future king, who later 
murders her once she is no 
longer of use to him. 
This characterisation of Anne 
as a victim of Richard’s 
evil is Shakespeare’s inven-
tion, having little basis in 
con tempo ra r y  ch r on i -
cles. An examination of 
A n n e ’ s  r e l a t i o n s h i p 
with Richard, despite the lim-
ited evidence, presents an en-
tirely different picture.  
 
In reality, Anne and Richard had known 
each other from childhood. During the 
1460s he had spent several years at Middle-
ham Castle, one of Anne’s father’s proper-
ties, while Anne was living there. As such, 
some historians have suggested that Anne’s 
marriage to Richard in 1472 was the result 
of a love match, which while not un-
k nown ,  we r e  un common among 
the higher English nobility in the late middle-
ages. Anne and Richard’s shared religious 

interests and the shared grief they ex-
pressed for the death of their only child, 
Prince Edward of Middleham, which, accord-
ing to contemporary chronicles, left them on 
the verge of madness, have been cited as 
evidence for this line of argument. However, 
Anne’s high status and her family’s wealth 
would have undoubtedly provided a great 
incentive for a prospective husband, and to 
many historians, this is evidence enough to 
dismiss the idea that her marriage to Rich-
ard was a love match.  
 

Artists impression of Anne Neville, 2012 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/
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T he most common and recog-
nisable historical monument in 
the UK is the traditional blue 
plaque marking the home or 

office of figures whose achievements have 
contributed to society, culture, science or 
politics. As history enthusiasts there is little 
doubt that we have all stopped in our 
tracks to read these plaques to find 
out about the person who lived or worked 

there, or which iconic documents were writ-
ten within those walls. London has almost 
a thousand, on what seems like every 
street corner. However, there is only a 
13% chance that a blue plaque you spot 
anywhere in the UK, will be a monument 
to the achievements of a woman.   
 
Journalists have put this under increasing 
scrutiny in the last decade as movements 

BARONESS BACON AND 

YORKSHIRE’S CRUSADE 

TO BLUE PLAQUE PARITY  
Toni Stephenson 

https://dreamtimecreative.wordpress.com/2018/05/22/forgotten-women-of-wakefield-projects-2018-2019/ 
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h a v e  a r i s e n  t o  r e c t i f y  t h i s . 
This disproportionate statistic may not come 
as a surprise; we are all aware of the domi-
nance of men throughout history, with legis-
lative changes for gender equality, such as 
the right to vote and the right to equal 
pay, only having occurred in the last centu-
ry. Although women have been creat-
ing legacies worth celebrating all through-
out history, their stories tend to 
be hidden, leaving their achievements at risk 
of being left behind and forgotten 
about. However, women have not only been 
contributing to society since this legisla-
t i o n  a n d  t h e  U K ’ s  h i s t o r y 
of patriarchal dominance has led to the risk 
of women’s achievements being left behind 
and forgotten about.    
 
The ‘Forgotten Women of Wakefield’, a 
West Yorkshire project parented by Dream 
Time Creative, are trying to prevent this 
from happening within their city by research-
ing the achievements of local women and 
fundraising to put up blue plaques in their 
honour. The aim is to achieve parity with 

men by 2028. Their first plaque was un-
veiled on International Women’s Day 2018 in 
Normanton, the home of Yorkshire’s first fe-
male MP, Alice Bacon.  
 
Born in Normanton, West Yorkshire in 1909, 
Bacon’s father was a coalminer, councillor 
and union representative. During her child-
hood she would aid those who needed as-
sistance, filling out government forms. She 
joined the Labour Party and gave her first 
political speech at sixteen years old about 
the working conditions of miners. It was La-
bour’s historic 1945 victory when Bacon took 
the Leeds North East constituency from a 
Conservative representative, becoming the 
first ever woman elected to hold a Yorkshire 
seat in the House of Commons. As MP, she 
became a crucial advocate of the Private 
Members’ bills legalising abortion, homosexu-
ality and abolishing the death penalty. Her 
work led her to her being bestowed the ti-
tle Baroness of the City of Leeds and of 
Normanton, in 1970. Bacon’s plaque can 
now be seen on Normanton Town 
H a l l  a n d  a  s u b s e q u e n t 
p laque was recent ly erected on 
the Leeds Corn Exchange in January this 
year to celebrate her contributions to her 
constituency.  
 
As a working class woman born before 
women had the right to vote, crusading her 
way into the Houses of Parl ia-
ment and, therefore, well deserving of a 
blue plaque, it may seem Alice Bacon’s 
achievements could be a rarity in history. 
However, the idea that historically women 
have contributed less to society than men, 
seemingly reflected by the blue plaque dis-
parity, is damaging. This is not only be-
cause it is misleading but also because it 
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HARRIET TUBMAN 
Honouring a Humanitarian Hero 

 

Hannah Bullock 

“I felt it pertinent to highlight the remarka-
ble bravery and incredible achievements of 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/taedc/31557195515 

Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad Byway - Maryland, USA  

I n 2016, Obama’s Treasury Secretary, 
Jack Lew, announced that Harriet Tub-
man would become the first black wom-
an ever to grace American paper curren-

cy, and the first woman to do so in over a 

century. However, in a predictable fashion, the 
Trump administration has announced that it 
will not commit to putting Tubman on the $20 
bill. As such, I felt it pertinent to highlight the 
remarkable bravery and incredible achieve-
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ments of Tubman for International Wom-
en’s Day 2019 and argue that she should 
take her place on the $20 bill.  
 

 Born a slave in Maryland in 1820, Tub-
man escaped to Philadelphia in 1849, a 
state where slavery was illegal. She re-
called from her initial months of emancipa-
tion that she was ‘a stranger in a strange 
land’ and that she longed for her family 
and friends to enjoy freedom alongside 
her. In 1850, the Fugitive Slave Law was 
passed which imposed heavy punishment 
upon abetting escape and forced law en-
forcement officials to assist in the 
capture of escaped slaves - in both 
free and slave states. However, her 
desire to be reunited with family ex-
ceeded this danger as she led her 
niece and niece’s children to Philadel-
phia in December of the same 
year.   

  

Over the following decade, Tubman 
gained a name for herself as the 
most famous conductor on the under-
ground railroad, a series of secret 
safe houses and trails on which she 
personally led at least 70 slaves to 
freedom. She also instructed a similar 
number on how to escape alone. 
From drugging babies to stifle their 
cries, to working in the harshest 
depths of winter, her methods en-
sured that she ‘never ran [her] train 
off the track’ and that she ‘never lost 

a passenger’. With a $40,000 bounty on 
her head, this was an unbelievably brave, 
courageous and selfless achievement to 
say the least. With the onset of the Ameri-
can Civil War in 1861, Tubman acted as a 
nurse, chef and spy assisting fugitive 
slaves. She later became the head of an 
espionage and scout network for the Union 
Army. Her total rescue figures have been 
estimated at anywhere between three and 
five hundred.  

  

Harriet Tubman—Photograph by H. B. Lindsley  
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WERE ATTEMPTS BY THE 

BRITISH TO STOP SATI IN     

INDIA DUE TO GENUINE 

CONCERNS FOR WOMEN? 
Rebecca Illidge 

The East India Company was a British trading 
company which came to control large areas of 
India by the late 18th Century. Whilst in India, 
British officials interfered in many areas of In-
dian and Hindu ways of life, including the 
practice of Sati. Sati involves a widow taking 
her own life after the death of her husband, 
and was outlawed in many regions by the 
East India Company in 1829. On the surface, 
this may understandably be seen as a positive 
change to advance the status of women, yet 
further exploration of the topic leads one to 
question this.  
 
There was little effort on the part of British 
colonialists to understand the reasons why 
women may commit Sati. Instead they por-
trayed Indian women as helpless casualties of 
the brutality of their religion and male peers, 
to justify British colonial presence in the re-
gion. They were almost always passive vic-
tims, either physically coerced, intoxicated, or 
overcome by fanaticism; they were never free 

Coat of Arms East India Compa-
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“There was little effort on the 
part of British colonialists to un-
derstand the reasons why wom-
en may commit Sati. Instead 

they portrayed Indian women as 
helpless casualties of the brutali-
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nor rational agents. Indian women, espe-
cially widows in this case, were eternal 
victims to the vicarious whims and violent 
abuses of their male relatives from cradle 
to grave. British officials capitalised on 
this; Sati could be utilised in nineteenth 
century colonial justifications of the need 
to civilise India. The practice could be 
used to spin narratives of Hindu cultural 
‘otherness’ and Indian backwardness and 
barbarism, further confirming the need for 
British rule in India. As Spivak writes, in 
the minds of colonisers ‘white men are 
saving brown women from brown men’. 
Furthermore, East India Company officials 
issued declarations that Sati was a Hindu 
practice, rather than a secular Indian 
one. By doing so, it turned a women’s 
issue into a religious one and the aim to 
help widows was lost. Consequently, 
one must question whether attempts to 
forbid Sati were actually to condemn Hin-
du and Indian ways of life and present 
British-Christian traditions as superior.  
 

Furthermore, there was a lack of commu-
nication with Indian women when decid-
ing upon laws which dealt with the prac-
tice. As previously stated, there was 
no exploration by colonial officials of 
why Sati was committed; it was asserted 
in Hindu law that if a widow was not 
able to join her husband on the funeral 
pyre, that she was to strictly live a hum-
ble and chaste life with no possibility of 
remarriage. Furthermore, she would have 
no economic support. What kind of life 
would this constitute? Many women, 
though not physically coerced by family 
members, felt pressured into joining her 
husband on the pyre rather than live this 
lifestyle. Surely if the aim was to help 
women, British officials should have at-
tempted to resolve this first? Colonial aid 
to Indian women could have looked like 
centres or communities for widows, 
providing shelter and food to women with 
no economic support. It also could have 
attempted to integrate women into the 
workforce. This kind of support would be 
constituted as helpful to women and 

Depiction of the practice of Sati, circa 1800 
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FEMALE SYMBOLS  

& 

THEIR HISTORIES 

The Moon  
The moon has long been a symbol of femininity and 
feminine energy. In astrology, the Moon represents 
your emotional needs (emotions are also associated 
with women) and the experiences of mothers and 
mothering. The representation of the moon as 
‘female’ – and likewise the Sun as ‘male’ – can be 
traced back to Greco-Roman mythology, with the 
gods Helios/Sol and Selene/Luna representing the 
sun and moon, respectively. There are logical rea-
sons behind the labelling of the Moon as a feminine 
deity, as both the Moon and women share cycles – 
the English word ‘month’ is derived from the Anglo-
Saxon word ‘monath’, akin to ‘mona’ or 

Melissa Harvey 

Throughout the Western world, women (and men) have been coded with symbols and imagery 
that denote the state of being female or femininity. Need the bathroom? Look for the symbol of 
the stick person wearing a triangular dress. Buying some baby clothes for a young female rela-
tive? You can bet that the majority of clothes for girls will be pink or a similar hue. But where 

Image dated 1578 in which the marriage 
of the Sun (male) and the Moon (female) https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/
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Venus Symbol  
This symbol refers to either the biological fe-
male sex or the female gender, and is a wide-
ly recognised symbol of femininity. The glyph is 
taken from the astrological symbol for the plan-
et Venus, which was associated with its corre-
sponding Roman goddess, Venus, the goddess 
of love, beauty, desire and sexuality. The use 

of the symbol to represent the female sex 
dates back to the 1750s, with the added use 
of the symbol to represent women and the fe-
male gender specifically in the  

 

 

 
20th century. The symbol (a circle with a 

The Colour Pink   
In the Western world, the colour pink is used 
widely to denote women, girls and femininity, 
in opposition to blue, which is associated 
with men, boys and masculinity. The history 
of this tradition, however, has not always 
been so clear-cut. In 19th century Eng-
land baby boys often wore pink because pink 
is a variant of the colour red, which was the 
colour of English military uniform. Boys were 

simply small men, so it was seen as fitting 
that they wore the colour of a diluted red. 
Girls, on the other hand, wore blue. The col-
our blue for girls has deeper connotations 
around the world; for example, the Yoru-
ba (ethnic group of  

 

 
southwestern and north-central Nige-
ria) deity Yemoja, protector of women, is of-

Earth and Nature   
In the Western world, both earth and nature 
commonly find themselves represented in the 
female form. As a concept, Mother Nature, or 
Mother Earth, can be traced back to the Greco
-Roman period, in which Mother Nature was a 
deity that personified the life-giving, nurturing 
aspects of the world around us as a mother. 

Given that women’s roles throughout history 
have consistently been defined in terms of their 
ability to bear children, it is hardly surprising 
that the idea of nature should be consid-
ered inherently ‘feminine’. Maybe not the  

 

 
most academic of references, but the earthly 

https://pixabay.com/en/landscape-scenic-panorama-snow-2611970/ 
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K atherine Swynford (c.1350-1403) 
led a remarkable life considering 
the era in which she lived.  She 
lived through several historically 

significant events and was a contemporary of 
Chaucer. Furthermore, her biography is entangled 
with those of other major figures of fourteenth-
century England. However, Katherine ascended 
the social ladder by both socially acceptable 
methods and more unorthodox ones.  Born into 
obscurity, Katherine first served in the royal 
household, then began an illicit relationship with 
a powerful Duke.  Despite being vilified for her 
status as a ‘concubine’, she was later able to 
legitimise the position of both herself and her 
children through marriage to this same Duke.  
Their relationship has been interpreted as one of 

the great love stories of the middle ages.  For 
example, the 1954 novel Katherine, by American 
author Anya Seton, has never been out of print 
since its publication.  Just how was this humbly 
born woman able to climb the social ladder and 
find happiness in the male-dominated society of 
medieval England?  
 

The daughter of a knight, Katherine was born 
around 1350 and sent to England to be educat-
ed in the household of Queen Phillipa, wife of 
King Edward III.  She later entered the house-
hold of the king’s brother John of Gaunt, Duke 
of Lancaster.  John’s wife Blanche was reputedly 
a very beautiful woman; it is said that Blanche is 
the subject of Chaucer’s poem The Book of the 
Duchess (c.1370).  Before 1365, Katherine mar-

KATHERINE SWYN-

FORD, DUCHESS OF 

LANCASTER  

A rise through the ranks of 

male-dominated medieval 

English society  

Lauren Hunter 
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ried Hugh Swynford, a soldier from an established, 
though impoverished, Lincolnshire family.  They 
moved to Kettlethorpe Manor, where some four-
teenth-century remains can still be seen today.  
Katherine and Hugh had at least two daughters 
and a son, and Katherine divided her time be-
tween her marital home and the ducal court in 
which she served.  
 

However, tragedy struck in 1368 when Duchess 
Blanche died.  Duke John needed a new bride, 
and chose the Spanish Prin-
cess Constance of Castile in 
the hope of gaining her territo-
ry in northern Spain.  Further-
more, tragedy struck Katherine 
in 1371 when her husband 
Hugh died whilst on campaign 
in Aquitaine.  Katherine was 
now a widow aged 21 and 
needed protection.  She was 
able, for the second time, to 
secure employment for herself 
in Duke John’s household, this 
time as a female companion to 
his new wife Constance.  Meanwhile, John was 
becoming unpopular due to his vast wealth, and 
the zeal with which he pursued his wife’s claims 
to territory in Spain.    
 

Katherine and John became lovers during this sec-
ond spell of employment, and a son, John Beau-
fort, was born to them around 1372.  Historian 
Alison Weir asserts that John and Katherine found 
happiness together because of their shared history 
and bereavement, and as a result of John’s un-
happy marriage to Constance.  However, it is easy 

to see why a liaison with John was advantageous 
to Katherine: he was the most powerful man in 
England after the king.  Katherine was made a 
permanent member of John’s household and ap-
pointed governess to his daughters.  She was able 
to keep her manor of Kettlethorpe, but now lived 
in the itinerant ducal household, travelling between 
such castles as Kenilworth in Warwickshire, and 
the Savoy Palace in London.  Politically, John was 
becoming more unpopular than ever.  England’s 
activities during the ongoing Hundred Years’ war 

were going badly, and people be-
lieved that John had designs upon 
the throne.  People were also un-
happy at increasing taxes.  How-
ever, Katherine’s fortune was ris-
ing: for example, sources show 
her gaining two manors in 1377 
after the birth of their third child.    
 

In 1377 King Edward died and 
Richard II became king.  At first, 
people were hopeful of a new 

‘golden era’, but this soon dissipat-
ed.  John began to appear in pub-

lic with his mistress, which caused moral outrage.  
In addition, new taxes were imposed, together with 
wage and price controls, and the result of these 
was the Peasants’ Revolt of 1381.  During the 
violence, John’s Savoy Palace was destroyed by 
an angry mob.  The ensuing turmoil had a pro-
found impact upon Katherine’s status. The Duke, 
fearing the wrath of God, and in repentance for 
his previous mode of living, repudiated her.  John 
publicly declared his rejection of Katherine as the 
cause of his corrupt lifestyle, portraying her as a 

Coat of Arms of Katherine Swynford 
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LEGISLATION ON THE  

FEMALE BODY: 

ARE WE THERE YET? 

Fiona Linnard 

When women over 30 gained the vote in 
the 1918 Representation of the People Act, 
the efforts of a forceful rights movement 
appeared to come to fruition. A decade 
later, this age was lowered to 21 to match 
the requirements set for men. It would 

seem, then, that the strive for sexual 
equality had seen a breakthrough, and the 
twentieth- and twenty-first-century had seen 
the levelling of the social playing field. Un-
deniably, legislation has come a long way. 
But how many millennials would be 

A suffragette meeting in Caxton Hall, Manchester, England circa 1908 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Suffragettes,_England,_1908.JPG 
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shocked if told that before 1982, a 
woman could be refused a drink at 
a pub based solely on their gen-
der? Over a hundred years ago, the 
grandest, most symbolic legislation 
had been passed, namely, political 
suffrage. Yet, what about the laws 
passed on the most basic lived ex-
perience – her body?  

  
Legislating on a woman’s body has 
been entrenched into British law for 
centuries. The Contagious Diseases 
Acts of the 1860s allowed police 
officers to arrest anyone they 
thought could be a prostitute, then 
to subject them to invasive proce-
dures testing for venereal disease. 
On large, this affected woman’s 
public presence: even if she was an 
innocent passer-by, the subjectivity 
of arrests gave the police disturbing 
power. A century later, the House 

of Commons still legislated on the 
intricacies of the female body, and 
in 1967, it legalised abortion. Just 
28 years ago, it was made illegal 
for a wife to be raped by her hus-
band. Most recently, in January 
2019, the House of Lords passed a 
law against ‘upskirting’, the phenom-
enon whereby non-consensual pho-
tos are taken of a person’s genitals 
with a camera faced up a person’s 
clothing.  

  
Women’s bodies are thus still dis-
cursive political platforms, whether 
in a positive or negative light. But 
who is legislating on women’s bod-
ies? According to a report by the 
House of Commons Library, a rec-
ord number of women were elected 
to Parliament in the 2017 general 
election, constituting 31% of all 
MPs. This means, then, the majority 

Palace of Westminster 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Palace_of_Westminster,_London_-_Feb_2007.jpg 
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Welcome back historians!  
  
Hope all your exams and deadlines in January went 
well, and your new semester has been off to a 
great start!  
  
Firstly, we would like to thank everyone who came 
along to our socials last semester – the Christmas 
Ball was absolutely amazing and big thanks to our 
Ball Sec, Georgia, for organising such an incredible 
night for us all. Also, a big thanks to those who 
turned up to our second GIAG, Histsoc does Bingo – 
it was great to see lots of you there and hope the 
lucky winners enjoyed your prizes!  
  
Coming up very soon we have our trip to Krakow! 
Becca, our Trip Sec, has sent you all an email ask-
ing for some details so please get them to her as 
soon as possible – keep an eye out for an article on 
the History Student Times website 
about Histsoc’s recommendations for Krakow and 
some of our top tips to ensure an amazing time!  
  
Unfortunately, the time is drawing to a close for this 
committee and elections for next years is coming up 
very quickly! We will be releasing a timetable of 
deadlines for manifestos, voting and the lot very 
soon. If you are interested in being a part of com-
mittee next year and have any questions, feel free 

to send LUU Histsoc a mes-
sage on Facebook or the cur-

HELLO 

FROM 

HISTSOC 
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coming up very 
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be releasing a 
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